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Mpogomxasa CBOKW paHee HanmucaHHyi paboTy, BaTTnep gaet onpegeneHve mnporpeccy,

npencrtaBnAaeT CBOKO MHTeEpNpeTauntio 1 pasmMmbilLNAeT O HOBbIX cnocobax ero N3MepeHna.

Uto Takoe nporpecc? 3TOT BOMPOC MOXET MOKasaTbCA COBEPLUEHHO MpocThiM. Passe
cerogHsiluHee obuwecTBo He Bonee nporpeccmBHO, YeM, ckaxeM, B CpegHune Beka? OpgHako
LernocTHOE MOHATUEe «nporpecca» 3aBWCUT OT TeX napameTpoB, KOTOPble UCMONb30BaHbI B
ero onucaHun. Hanpumep, Kapn Mapkc cumTtan, 4to nporpecc MoxeT ObiTb M3MEPEH NyTeMm
CpaBHEHUSA coLMarnbHO-3KOHOMUYECKMX cucteM. Ecnu nmogun, gyman oH, obinu ceoboaHee B
Kakgon nocriegytolen cucteme, To 3T0 U ecTb nporpecc. battnep («21 Bek: mup 6es
Poccumny», 2004) oTBepraeT aTy NOCLISIKY, Kak U apyrve, B Nonb3y B3aMMOCBA3N NOEN CUMbl U
nporpecca — He TOW CUMbl, Kak ee 0BbIYHO OMpeaenstoT, Kak BCTPOEHHYIO B KOHQMMKT, a Kak
arperaTuBHYIO cuny naMeHeHusi. HakoHew, OH npeacTaBnsieT CBOK TEOPMIO Nporpecca u ero
OBWXYLLYIO CUNY Kak KrnoyeBon (pakTop B MOCTENEHHOM YBEMWYEHUM MPOOOIIKUTENBHOCTU

XU3HU YerioBe4yecTBa.

MoHorpaduna coctout M3 Tpex pasgenoB. [lepBbll — UCTOPUYECKUM B3rNs4 Ha TO, Kak
BENUKME MbICIIMTENN OnNpenensnuM nporpecc. AToT pas3gen Hauvbonee umTabenbHbin. Bo
BTOPOM pasferie aBTop MokasbiBaeT pasnvuns Mexagy cunamu, Co3gaHHbIMU YENOBEKOM U
npupodon. J3TOT pasgen HauMMeHee AOCTYNHbIA ANA  MOHUMAHUS, OH  COAEPXUT
CBEPXCIIOXHbIE MOHATUSA, Teopun 1 popmynbl, NpegHa3HavYeHHble NS NPogeCccMoHanbHbIX
dumnocodoB. TpeTnin pasgen, o nporpecce, cune U Opyrnx NOHATUAX, BMOMHE OOCTYNeH
0ObIYHOMY uMTaTeNt. ATa KHUra, XOTS M XOPOLIO HanucaHa, Ype3Bbl4alHO CrOXHa U He
npegHasHa4vyeHa, Kak ykasblBaeT MU caM aBTop, ANs CnyyanlHblx nobutenen dunocodpum. K
YecTu aBTOpa, OH MblTaeTcs caenaTtb kHUry 6onee umtTabenbHOW YacTbiM OOBACHEHUEM
NOHATMI M obobwatwmnx BbiBogoB. OAHAKO TEKCT ocTaeTca 3a npegenamMmu NOHUMaHus
MHOrmx. N aT1o oyeHb Xanko. Ngeu v Teopuu, npeactaBneHHble B paboTe, 3acnyxusatoTt

BGOnbLIEro 0CBELEHUS N AUCKYCCUN.

TonbKo AnNa NOANMHHLIX NoYUTaTENEN U 3HATOKOB domnocodumn.
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BOOK REVIEW

Battler defines progress, provides its interpretations and considers a new way of measuring it in his sequel to an earlier
work.

What is progress? It may seem a simple question—after all, isn’t today’ s society more progressive than, say, the Middle
Ages? The entire concept of “progress’ depends upon the parameters used to describe it. For example, Karl Marx
thought that progress could be measured by comparing socio-economic systems. If the people were freer in each
succeeding system, he thought, then that’ s progress. Battler (The 21st Century: The World Without Russia, 2004) rejects
this premise and othersin favor of linking the ideas of force and progress—not force as typically defined, as something
to be wielded in conflict, but the force of collective change. Finally, he presents his theory of progress and momentum as
akey contributor to humankind' s gradually increasing life expectancy. The guide comprises three sections. The first—a
historical look at how great thinkers defined progress—is the most readable. In the second section, the author contrasts
the forces created by humans and by nature. This section is the most inaccessible; it contains opagque concepts, theories
and formulas intended for the dedicated philosophy scholar. The third section, about progress, force and other concepts,
is dightly more reader-friendly. Although well-written, thisis an extremely dense book and not meant, as the author
himself points out, for the casual philosophy fan. To his credit, the author tries to make the book more readable by
frequently explaining concepts and summarizing conclusions. Still, the text remains out of reach for most. It's a pity. The
ideas and theories presented here deserve greater exposure and debate.

Strictly for hard-core philosophy fans.
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